23O                                           AT  HOME

The court was cleared for deliberation. The secretary
considered it necessary to favour us with his presence.
He volunteered that it was absolutely one of the worst
cases that in his experience, &c. I, however, said that
the order was utterly preposterous, and that the society
should certainly not, so far as I was concerned, spend
one halfpenny of its funds in instructing counsel in such
a case. The secretary appealed to the president that his
experience, &c. But I stuck to my guns, and informed
him that if I had not much experience in London cases,
I had been a Magistrate, was a Justice of the Peace, and
had some knowledge of mankind. He made a last struggle,
and, appealing to the president, said that it was quite evi-
dent that the very natural desire of the new member of
committee was to protect the funds of the society. He had
omitted to mention that another party was quite ready to
guarantee any expense that might be incurred, so long as
the prosecution was in the name of the society. I said
this made it more than ever evident that it was all a put-up
affair by this spiteful woman, and that nothing would per-
suade me to allow the name of the society to be used.
The secretary seemed to think he had his match, and un-
gracefully gave way. I insisted in it being recorded that
the society declined to prosecute, and thought no more
about the matter.

Ten days later, returning from Norfolk, where I had
been shooting, I read in 'The Times/ to my extreme sur-
prise, a report of this case, with names and facts all com-
plete, prosecuted in the police court in the name of the
society. I saw at once the hand of the secretary, who
thought I had left for India, but did not know that,
at the last moment, the Secretary of State had detained
me for six weeks longer. I was furious. I went off at
once to Dover Street and asked the president whether, by
any chance, he had changed his mind in my absence and
,i; authorised 'the prosecution? He said no, he had not seen
the secretary since. A well-known Q.C., a friend of mine,